A Look at H.R.6, the Dream and Promise Act of 2019

Today, House Democrats, led by Representatives Lucille Roybal-Allard (CA-40), Nydia Velazquez (NY-07),
and Yvette Clarke (NY-09) introduced H.R. 6, the Dream and Promise Act of 2019. H.R. 6 delivers on House
Democrats’ commitment to protect Dreamers and those with Temporary Protected Status (TPS) or Deferred
Enforced Departure (DED) by ensuring they have a path to citizenship.

PRESIDENT TRUMP CREATED THE DACA AND TPS CRISIS

Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)

Dreamers are young people who were brought to the U.S. as children through no fault of their
own and know no other home than the U.S. In 2010, House Democrats passed the DREAM Act
to provide a pathway to citizenship to Dreamers. However, Senate Republicans refused to take
up and pass the bill. As a result of their inaction, President Obama created the Deferred Action
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program in June 2012. The program required Dreamers to
submit applications to immigration authorities, and in exchange, they received protection from
deportation and a work permit. Thanks to these protections, these young people can enroll in
higher education; work as teachers, paramedics, and other professional careers; serve in the
military; buy homes; and contribute to their communities and the economy.

House Republicans took control of the House in January 2011, and for eight years did nothing
to reform our broken immigration system. On September 5, 2017, President Trump terminated
the DACA program, upending the lives of 800,000 Dreamers who call this country their home.
Dreamers contribute to our economy: deporting Dreamers could mean 1,716 jobs lost per day

and 300,000 people eliminated from the work force.

Temporary Protected Status (TPS)

TPS was first created by Congress in 1990 and offers protected status to migrants fleeing
natural disasters and violent conflicts in their home nations.

Since 2017, President Trump has taken steps to roll back this program, sending immigrants
back to their home countries even though there is no evidence that there have been concrete
improvements in those countries.

On November 6, 2017, President Trump ended TPS for 2,500 Nicaraguans.
On November 20, 2017, President Trump terminated TPS for 60,000 Haitians.
On January 8, 2018, President Trump ended TPS for 200,000 Salvadorians.
On May 4, 2018, President Trump ended TPS for 57,000 Hondurans.

The cost of rolling back TPS is projected to reach billions of dollars in GDP over the next
decade.

Office of Majority Leader Steny H. Hoyer, 3/12/2019



https://www.rollcall.com/news/congress/democrats-to-reintroduce-dream-act-with-tps-and-ded-protections-march-12
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/dream-act-daca-and-other-policies-designed-protect-dreamers
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__dreamers.fwd.us_wp-2Dcontent_uploads_2017_11_20171106-2DUPDATED-2DDACA-2DJob-2DLoss-2DReport-2D2.pdf&d=DwMFaQ&c=L93KkjKsAC98uTvC4KvQDdTDRzAeWDDRmG6S3YXllH0&r=9IlKTAlgGps1iydO80zLKJu3YUyZz5lVvNY0BNMhL7rKgmOoDWhuCk_Zyc89NP_X&m=WtVZaSRX5TR6hhXmX4iY15mHGgsR6C3oeiMRIvmK17k&s=-M1VDw-5J_GvZ-Qw_x0onTOaNHI4x2VtbNYrxpcR--Y&e=
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/temporary-protected-status-overview
https://www.npr.org/2017/11/07/562619788/trump-administration-announces-the-end-to-protected-status-for-nicaraguans
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/trump-administration-to-end-provisional-residency-protection-for-50000-haitians/2017/11/20/fa3fdd86-ce4a-11e7-9d3a-bcbe2af58c3a_story.html?utm_term=.19c192e5e813
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/08/us/salvadorans-tps-end.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-immigration-honduras/trump-administration-moves-to-expel-some-57000-hondurans-reports-idUSKBN1I52DW
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.americanprogress.org_issues_immigration_news_2017_10_20_440400_tps-2Dholders-2Dare-2Dintegral-2Dmembers-2Dof-2Dthe-2Du-2Ds-2Deconomy-2Dand-2Dsociety_&d=DwMFaQ&c=L93KkjKsAC98uTvC4KvQDdTDRzAeWDDRmG6S3YXllH0&r=9IlKTAlgGps1iydO80zLKJu3YUyZz5lVvNY0BNMhL7rKgmOoDWhuCk_Zyc89NP_X&m=WtVZaSRX5TR6hhXmX4iY15mHGgsR6C3oeiMRIvmK17k&s=0nSJdxudNIdYubxyxTc7ggheohKQvdt2nSsqgTjWxpI&e=

Deferred Enforced Departure (DED)

DED is a protected status authorized by the President. In 1991, Liberians received TPS status as
a result of a seven-year civil war. Their TPS status was extended under both Republican and
Democratic presidents until it expired in 2007. President George W. Bush used DED to extend
their protection.

However, on March 27, 2018, President Trump removed DED status for 4,000 Liberians,
sending them to a country they have not lived in for more than a decade and that is still
recovering from the Ebola crisis.

ABOUT H.R. 6 - HOW THE DREAM AND PROMISE ACT SOLVES THIS CRISIS

H.R. 6 provides a permanent legislative solution to address the crisis created by the President
when he ended DACA and took away TPS and DED protections for individuals covered by
those programs.

e Dreamers would earn conditional permanent resident status for ten years and void
removal proceedings if they came to the U.S. at age 17 or younger and arrived at least
four years before the enactment of the original DREAM Act, graduated from high school,
have no serious convictions, and pass a background check.

e Dreamers would be eligible for lawful permanent resident (LPR) status if they complete
two years at a U.S. higher education institution, serve two years in the military, or be
steadily employed.

e Dreamers would gain access to federal financial aid and professional, commercial and
business licenses.

e TPS or DED would be granted, and removal proceedings cancelled, if an individual was
in the U.S. for three years before the Act’s enactment and had been eligible for TPS or
DED status as of September 2016.

e When TPS is terminated, the bill requires a detailed report to be issued describing the
qualitative and quantitative methods used to determine if the conditions of the recipient’s
home country have improved.

Dreamers and TPS and DED recipients are contributing to our economy and our nation’s

future. House Democrats are committed to ensuring they can continue to do so and will bring
the Dream and Promise Act to the Floor following committee consideration.
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